27 January 2009
To:        AAA Executive Board & Kathy Ano, AAA Liaison
From:  Tom Leatherman, Awards Committee Chair

Re: report from the 2008 AAA Awards Committee

I.  Actions at the Spring EB Meeting

The Awards Committee (Wendy Ashmore, Frederic Gleach, Lisa Markowitz, Tom Leatherman, and Linda Zigenbein) met by teleconference prior to the AAA spring EB meeting to evaluate the nominations for the AAA/Oxford undergraduate teaching award, the Boas Award, the Anthropology in the Media (AIME) award, and to review and act on the recommendation of the Textor Prize committee and the Kidder Award committee.  We also discussed recommendations from the SfAA for the Mead Award for 2009.  
At the 2008 Spring Executive Board Meeting a series of 7 recommendations from the Awards committee for AAA awards and changes to the Mead award were presented to and approved by the AAA EB . 
1)AAA/Oxford University Press Prize for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching of Anthropology in anthropology: Paula K. Clarke 
2) Boas Prize for service to Anthropology:  George Armelagos
3) Anthropology in the Media award (AIME): James McKenna
4) The Textor Prize committee received only two nominations and decided to make no awards for 2008. 
5) The recommendation of the Alfred Vincent Kidder Award Committee:  David C. Grove 
6) The recommendation of the Solon T. Kimball Award for Public and Applied Anthropology Committee: Rosita Worl
7) Recommendations for a  number of changes in the Margaret Mead Award based on a letter sent to AAA by Tom May of SfAA (letter is attached to this report).  The recommendations stated in the ‘May’ letter for the most part simply put into words the selection process already in place. Two substantive changes were part of the recommendations that were approved by the EB: 1) that the committee be composed of members with “training and experience sufficient to the task” and should not include a student member; and 2) that the deadline form submissions be moved to March 15 (or a similar spring date). 
II. Actions at the Fall EB Meeting: 

In Fall 2008 two members of the awards committee (Leatherman and Markowitz) served on the Margaret Mead Award Committee. The committee selected Daniel Jordan Smith as the 2008 Mead Award winner.  The recommendation of the Mead Award Committee was approved by the AAA EB at the EB meeting on Saturday, November 22, 2008. This year the Mead Award was not announced at the AAA Annual Awards Ceremony, due to the fact that the executive boards of SfAA and AAA failed to act on the recommendation of the Mead Award Committee until after the awards ceremony.  

I shared with the Executive Board a letter from Nancy Parezo (chair of the 2008 Mead Award Committee; letter attached) that outlined a. number of concerns and recommendations concerning the Mead Award The letter included several specific recommendations (and some point for discussion) regarding the timing of submissions, the selection criteria, and means of enhanced publicity of the award. There was only 5 minutes allocated to discussion of these recommendations. Therefore, several of the easier recommendations were passed by the EB and the remainder referred to the new Awards committee chair for further discussion and action after consulting with the SfAA. The AAA EB  had already passed recommendation 1 but approved “in spirit” recommendations 1, 2, and 3 regarding the timing of submissions and selection. I say “in spirit” because these are recommendations directed to the SfAA board more than AAA board and exact dates might be changed slightly in consultation between the two boards (and depending on the action of the SfAA board). Recommendations four and five were supported but because the EB felt that they were stating the process more or less already in place, there was no formal motion.  Recommendation six was passed as a motion to the EB – that the Mead Award Winner must have the Ph.D. and that this should be made clear in the call for submissions.  Recommendations regarding enhanced publicity were supported in general and left to the new Awards committee chair. There was a brief discussion on whether the Mead Award Winner should hold the Ph.D. in Anthropology or whether individuals with degrees in other related disciplines would be accepted. There was clearly no consensus and some clear difference of opinion regarding this point, and further discussion was deferred to a future date. l  
