MODEL LETTER –ADDRESSES, FAXES, EMAIL ADDRESSES
Rt. Hon. Mwai Kibaki, CHG, MP, president

Republic of Kenya

State House

Harambee Ave.

Nairobi, Kenya 00200

president@statehousekenya.go.ke
FAX +254 20 2210150

and
Rt. Hon. Raila Odinga, EGH, MP

Prime Minister, Republic of Kenya

Treasury Building, 14th Floor

Box 74434-00200

Harambee Ave
Nairobi, Kenya
info@primeminister.go.ke
ps@primeminister.go.ke

fax +254 20 2211205
CC: 

Hon. Prof. George Saitoti, MP

Minister 
Ministry of State for Provincial Administration & Internal Security

Harambee House, Box 30510

Harambee Ave., Nairobi 00200

Fax +254 20 341938
Francis T. Kimemia, CBS

Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of State for Provincial Administration & Internal Security

Harambee House, Box 30510

Harambee Ave., Nairobi 00200

Fax +254 20 313600
Matthew Kirai Iteere CBS, EBS, OGW
Commissioner of Police

Vigilance House, Harambee Avenue

Nairobi, Kenya

Fax +254 20 2240955

 

 
Hon. S. Amos Wako, EGH, EBS, SC, MP

Attorney General 

Republic of Kenya

Fax: 254 20 2211082
Michael E. Ranneberger, Ambassador 

United States Embassy

United Nations Avenue Nairobi
P. O. Box 606 Village Market
00621 Nairobi, Kenya

Email to: Jonathan P. Howard, HowardJP@state.gov
Your Excellencies:

We are extremely alarmed at reports of frequent, brutal, and ongoing police assaults on Samburu villages in East Samburu and Isiolo districts, Northern Kenya. These assaults have taken place during a so-called amnesty period, in advance of your deadline for voluntary disarmament of the various ethnic communities in the North. 
We support your call for disarmament.  We understand that the Samburu and other tribes in the North agree that there must be universal, impartial, and effective (long-lasting) disarmament in the region, and they are willing to comply. 

And yet we are concerned about the role of the police in accomplishing orderly disarmament.  We have received evidence from credible sources of police crimes against civilians as recently as January 10 and 12 of this year. Organizations such as Cultural Survival which recently sent a fact-finding delegation to the region, assert that these crimes and human rights violations include extra-judicial killings, rapes, beatings, theft, arson, and intimidation. 
Given the apparent role of the police in exacerbating the situation, it is our view that the government stands to improve matters by temporarily withdrawing police forces from Samburu East and Isiolo districts. For the time being, it appears that police lack the trust of the local population and their operations are increasing insecurity in the region rather than decreasing it.  
There are alternative forms of peace-building and conflict mediation we would ask you to consider authorizing.  One such alternative is a community-based disarmament process, involving community elders, peace committees, community leaders and human rights organizations. We request that you consider authorizing such a process that promises a more lasting, universal disarmament. 
Anthropologists have been working among the Samburu and in this area since the middle of the twentieth century.  As the outside profession with the longest historical experience, we ask you to consider seriously taking these steps to prevent further violence against innocent people, and to demonstrate Kenya’s commitment to police reform and human rights. 

Sincerely yours,

