American Anthropological Association
Statement on ""Race" and Intelligence

(adopted December 1994)

The American Anthropological Association (AAA) is deeply concerned by recent public
discussions which imply that intelligence is biologically determined by race. Repeatedly
challenged by scientists, nevertheless these ideas continue to be advanced. Such
discussions distract public and scholarly attention from and diminish support for the
collective challenge to ensure equal opportunities for all people, regardless of ethnicity or
phenotypic variation.

Earlier AAA resolutions against racism (1961, 1969, 1971, 1972) have spoken to this
concern. The AAA further resolves:

WHEREAS all human beings are members of one species, Homo sapiens, and

WHEREAS, differentiating species into biologically defined "races" has proven
meaningless and unscientific as a way of explaining variation (whether in intelligence or
other traits),

THEREFORE, the American Anthropological Association urges the academy, our
political leaders and our communities to affirm, without distraction by mistaken claims of
racially determined intelligence, the common stake in assuring equal opportunity, in
respecting diversity and in securing a harmonious quality of life for all people.
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