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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 13, 2008 

AAA Awarded Planning Grant to 
Examine Future of Scholarly Journals 

The American Anthropological Association (AAA) is pleased to announce today that 
it has been awarded a $50,000 grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to 
conduct preliminary research on the economic issues faced by scholarly society 
publishers in the humanities and social sciences as consequence of the demand for 
open access to their peer reviewed journals.  

The grant, will provide support for an examination of the publishing programs of  
nine social science and humanities societies and the development of an information 
base from which publishing model options might be derived to assure societies of 
the ability to sustain their publishing programs in an open access environment.  

Work on the effort will begin immediately, with a final report expected to be released 
in the first quarter of 2009. 

“This study is another step in AAA’s effort to better understand the conditions 
under which the future of our journal publishing program must operate, to learn 
from the experiences of other social science and humanities journal publishers and to 
carefully examine the issues, opportunities and problems presented by open access,” 
AAA Executive Director Bill Davis said in a statement released today.   

AAA Director of Publishing Oona Schmid commented today, “Current open access 
models were developed within the Scientific, Technical, and Medical publishing 
communities. However, scholarly publishing in the social sciences and in the 
humanities differs in substantial ways. This study is our first step in understanding 
these differences, in order to locate a model that supports our discipline fully.” 
 
AAA is joined in this effort by the Modern Language Association, the American 
Sociological Association, the American Historical Association, the American 
Economic Association, the National Communication Association, the American 
Statistical Association, the Political Science Association and the American Academy 
of Religion, under the auspices of the National Humanities Alliance Task Force on 
Open Access and Scholarly Communication.    

--AAA— 

Founded in 1902, the American Anthropological Association is the world’s 
largest professional organization of anthropologists and others interested in 
anthropology, with an average annual membership of more than 10,000. The 
Arlington, VA – based association represents all specialties within 
anthropology – cultural anthropology, biological (or physical) anthropology, 
archaeology, linguistics and applied anthropology. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


