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The Face of Anthropology is Changing one Master’s Degree at a Time
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The rise of students earning Master’s degrees in Anthropology has spurred study to measure the degree’s effectiveness in the workplace. The study, The Changing Face of Anthropology, conducted by American Anthropological Association’s Committee on Practicing, Applied and Public Interest Anthropology demonstrated the utility of this advanced degree and its growing popularity in requirements for the changing workplace of anthropologist. The overall purpose of the survey was to better understand the career trajectories of Master's degree holders and how they have applied the knowledge and skills acquired in their programs to their careers. 





According to data collected by the American Anthropological Association (AAA), the number of Master's degrees awarded in anthropology has grown consistently and dramatically since the 1950s. While the number of degrees and graduates has steadily increased, little is known about graduates’ career trajectories, how Master's programs prepare them for the job market, and their involvement in anthropological organizations. Yet despite their numbers, the perception is that these professionals disappear from professional organizations, departmental alumni networks, and the social landscape of anthropology.





The face of anthropology is changing subtly and in consequential ways. Masters degree holders do not disappear, but they do disperse—through a wide variety of employment sectors and jobs. Working in the public sector outranked academia as the top job destination for archaeologically focused degree holders at 26%. More than 21% of those who work in academics are involved in academic enterprise, rather than the traditional trajectory of academic faculty. Taken together, public sector employment, non-profit, and private sectors such as consulting firms and small businesses employed the majority of professional anthropologists. 





These professionals are often the public face of anthropology, since an impressive number identify themselves professionally as anthropologists or archaeologists most of the time (62%). You may meet them in National Parks as rangers, specialists, or contractors; and in state government as historic preservation officers. You may meet them as an organizer of a public festival—perhaps the Smithsonian’s Folklife Festival, or a neighborhood festival in your city. They also work in public relations, communications and media to communicate ideas and concepts through museums, community and school program.





In addition, nearly 40% say their anthropology degree is part of their job description, and that it played a significant role in helping them understand their job and meet the job requirements (42%). Anthropologists are flexible in the job market, as the career pathways analysis showed. Among respondents, most were able to find a job within six months of receiving their degrees. These graduates also believed that their degree played a significant role in their overall career satisfaction.





With the changing face of anthropology, a master's degree in an anthropologic discipline provides a wide array of job opportunities, job satisfaction and a unique skill sets to the public employment sector.





�HYPERLINK "http://www.aaanet.org/resources/departments/Surveys.cfm"�Complete study and summary information� located on AAA website.





- - AAA - - 


Founded in 1902, the American Anthropological Association is the world’s largest professional organization of anthropologists and others interested in anthropology, with an average annual membership of more than 10,000. The Arlington, VA – based association represents all specialties within anthropology – cultural anthropology, biological (or physical) anthropology, archaeology, linguistics and applied anthropology.
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