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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR SVA 2006 TO AAA 
 
 

I took over as President of the SVA after the business meeting of 2005 and am serving a two-

year active term and one year as Past President.  The current board list is attached at the end 

of the report. 

 

Society membership has declined over the last year, from 555 in September 2005 to 508 in 

September 2006, with an equal loss in Regular and Student memberships of 20 and 24, 

respectively.  It is quite probable that this loss was due to a combination of the raised fees 

from $25 to $40 for full memberships, and the fact that the journal is now available to all AAA 

members through AnthroSource.  However, this 10% drop may be rectified with some effort 

towards recruiting new members. 

 

The financial situation is still poor with a continuing loss overall although it is less acute than 

the situation in 2005.  The Visual Anthropology Review actual 11 month income (to November 

30/06) seems to have been $26,725.42 although that is $4,137.58 less than projected (with 

only one month left of the year).  The rest of the budget shows a November 30th year-to-date 

revenue of $17,395.26 and expenditure of $19,076.50, leaving us with a shortfall of 

$1,681.24.  Obviously this will change after the meeting expenses, but these are the figures I 

have at present.  I estimate that we will be about $4,300 short (outgo over income) by the end 

of the year.  This is still not a good position to be in, although I agree that it is a little better 

than last year.  I think we are doing a little better due to having more material being made 

available on AnthroSource due to the heroic efforts of our journal editors to get the volumes 

up to the present. 

 

The AAA Annual Meeting highlights included the Section Assembly meeting at which a 

number of issues were raised and discussed.  The bankruptcy aversion program and the 

change in order of the Section Assembly and AAA Executive meetings should be a helpful 

step.  The Visual Research Conference, which was held just before the AAA meeting, was 

very successful with ten excellent presentations/discussions and was well attended.  The Film 

Festival was held in a suitable room and also attracted many viewers.  A record number of 

films were submitted to the SVA jurying process, of which only about half (40 out of 80) could 
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be shown at the Festival.  Two noted filmmakers, John Collier Jr. (posthumous) and Gary 

Kildea were presented with Lifetime Achievement Awards at the San Jose AAA meetings by 

the Section in recognition of their contributions to Visual Anthropology.  The editorship of 

Visual Anthropology Review also changed hands at the November meeting and we are 

exploring a “two editor” policy for a trial period of three years. 

 

The internal communications of the group are quite close.  We currently have an active list 

serve which alerts members to film festivals at home and abroad.  We are connected with the 

CVA and International Film groups, whose material is electronically circulated to our 

members.  The webpage has undergone significant expansion with the inclusion of video 

clips from winning Film Festival entries and posting of abstracts for the Visual Research 

Conference.  The most notable change in our organizational aspect is that the retirement of 

Joan Williams last year was met with the recognition that it takes at least four people to do 

her job, and the consequent reorganization of the film jurying process.  This includes an 

increase in film jury fees. 

 

Our future plans include an effort to reorganize our finances to economize, so that we can 

afford the AnthroSource fees.  This includes preliminary discussion of eliminating the hard 

copy of the journal, which is a very controversial proposal.  Our Section is looking into some 

joint conference sessions in the upcoming meetings, particularly with the archaeologists, on 

filmic representations of indigenous cultures.  We are also trying to assemble panels with a 

focus on the history of Visual Anthropology, since the 25th anniversary of the Visual Research 

Conference is coming up in two years.  Our Section is considering establishing a list of Visual 

Anthropology programs in North America on our website in the hope that this will attract more 

students to the organization. 

 

The most important item on our agenda is the financial crisis caused by the unforeseen 

expenses associated with AnthroSource.  The SVA Board discussed going to a three-tier 

level of membership dues for professional, under-employed and student in an effort to raise 

dues for those who can afford this.  I hope that the new revenue-sharing model developed in 

consultation with the Sections will help stem the financial haemorrhage, and if it is necessary, 

I hope that the long-range planning committee will take even further steps to apportion the 

revenues so that Sections are able to remain solvent.  The idea discussed at the Section 



 
 

3

Assembly meeting of having a mandate through voting at the Section Assembly to bring items 

forward or make decisions is one which we endorse, and would like to see developed.  I 

understand that we are at the small end of the mid-range groups, but the drop in our 

membership is not due to a decline in interest in Visual Anthropology, but to the need to raise 

fees and the universal availability of journals to AAA members.  Many of those with multiple 

memberships in the past will no longer support a variety of Sections, especially with the AAA 

dues rising as they have done this year.  It is possible that the extra revenue going to the AAA 

from scaled dues could, in some way, be reapportioned to the Sections, to make up for the 

decline of their memberships.  I have not circulated this idea to other Sections but a pro active 

move on the part of the AAA Executive Board might go a long way in reducing the general 

angst of the Sections over their financial situations. 

 

Anne Zeller 
President, Society for Visual Anthropology 
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SVA Board of Directors – 2006 - 2007 
List 1 Elected Members 

Anne Zeller-President-2007 (Including year as Past- President, 2008) 
Department of Anthropology 
University of Waterloo 
Waterloo, Ontario N2L 3G1 
Canada 
azeller@watarts.uwaterloo.ca 
 
Mary Strong, president- elect 2009 (including year as Past- President, 2010) 
Secretary Pro. Tem. 
780 East 4th Street, 2nd floor 
Brooklyn, NY 11218 
718-436-8491 
rdomiurbi@aol.com 
 
 (Cohort whose terms end in November 2007 below) 
Andrea N. Walsh   2007 
Dept. of Anthropology 
P.O. Box 3050 STN CSC 
University of Victoria 
Victoria, BC V8W 3P5 
Canada 
awalsh@uvic.ca 
tel. (25) 721-7050 
 
Sara Elder, 2007 
Dept. of Media Study 
231 Center for the Arts 
SUNY 
Buffalo, NY 14260 
Tel. (716) 645-6902  x 1498 
Fax: (716) 645-6979 
selder@buffalo.edu 
 
(Cohort whose terms end in November 2008 below) 

Stephanie Takaragawa, student seat, treasurer, 2008 
Rutgers Anthropology 
131 George St. 
Ruth Adams Building 316 
New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
(home) 
426 West George St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19123 
Tel. 310-592-8407 
stakarag@rci.rutgers.edu 
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Miguel Diaz Barriga, AN column editor, 2008 
Dept. of Anthropology. 
Swarthmore College 
Swarthmore, PA 19081 
mdiazba1@swarthmore.edu 
510-328-8108 
 
(Cohort whose terms end in 2009 below) 

Aaron Glass Co-Program Editor, 2009 
Dept of Anthropology 
University of British Columbia 
6303 NW Marine Dr. 
Vancouver, BC VGT IZI Canada 
604-822-9203 
604-822-6161 (fax) 
604-708-9456 home 
ajglass@interchange.ubc.ca  
 
Kate Hennessey Co- Program Editor, 2009 
Dept. of Anthropology 
University of British Columbia 
6303 NW Maine Dr. 
Vancouver, BC 
VGT 121 
hennessy@interchnge.ubc.ca  
778-329-3795 
 
John Bishop, Nominations, 2009 
Media- generation 
2825 SE Harrison St. Portland, OR 97214 
John@media-generation.com 
jbishop@ucla.edu 
 
 Liam Buckley- Listserv, VAR co editor, 2009 
Sociology and Anthropology. 
James Madison U. 
MSC 7501 
Harmonburg, VA 22807 
Bucklelm@jmu.edu
540-568-5361 
 
Joanna Cohan Scherer Research Conference Committee, 2009 
Department of Anthropology 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, DC20560 
schererj@si.edu 
202-633-1962 

mailto:Bucklelm@jmu.edu
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301-384-0164-h 
 
Cynthia Close, 2009 
Documentary Educational Resources 
101 Morse Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
http://der.org 
tel.617-926-0491 
fax. 617-926-9519 
 
 List 2:  Ex- Officio Members 

Carol Hermer  SVA web site, ex- officio 
2214 E. Crescent Dr. 
Seattle, WA 98112  
chermer@pipeline.com 
206-568-1700 
 
Thomas D. Blakely, Visual Research Conference, ex officio 
Penn State University 
Tulpehocken Road 
PO Box 7009 
Reading, PA19610-6009 
tdb5@psu.edu (and copy to tdblakely@aol.com) 
610-927-0709, fax/ phone  
 
Laura Lewis, ex- officio, VAR Co- Editor 
Dept. of Sociology and Anthropology 
James Madison University 
MSC 7501 
Harrisburg, VA 22807 
Tel. (540) 568-7856 
Fax (540-568-6112 
Lewis2La@jmu.edu 
 
Peter Biella- Film Festival Committee  
Dept of Anthropology 
SCI 377 
San Francisco State University 
1600 Holloway Ave 
San Francisco, CA 94132 
biella@sfsu.edu 
0=415-405-0536, H=510-526-6671 
 
Joyce Hammond-Coordinator, Film Festival Committee,  
Dept Anthropology 
Mail Stop 9083 
516 High Street 
Western WA U. 
Bellington, WA 98225-9083 
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jhammond@cc.wwu.edu 
360-650-4796  


